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Alumni Reconnect, Recollect, and
Reminisce During Reunion Weekend
Friends, memories, dinner, dancing, even a peek out the Berry Room
window at the men's basketball game in the Nutter Center were all part of
the Reunion Banquet that wrapped up Wright State's first-ever All-Class
Reunion Weekend. Thirty-four members of Wright State's first graduating
class received special recognition. Visitors recalled a campus of one
building and marveled at the university's growth over the past 40 years.
For several who attended, being a part of Wright State's founding
provided the opportunity to attend college. Betty Goodwin enrolled
in the mid '60s at age 38 as a master's student in education. Living
in Beavercreek, "it was like they built Wright State for me." Goodwin
followed her Wright State days by teaching English and history at the
Greene County Career Center.
Barbara Poynter-McEvoy agrees she might never have attended
college were it not for the founding of Wright State. During her college
days, McEvoy says the "friendliness" of the campus impressed her. Today,
it's the "amazing growth."
"Wright State was compliant with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) before there was an ADA," points out Steven Christian. "The
tunnels were inspired by NCR leaders such as Allyn and Delman," who
were so instrumental in founding Wright State.
"The professors took an interest in you," said Judy Euth O'Ryan, an
elementary education major. "Many students were older, married, or
military spouses."
Connie Mccarroll recalled how few athletics opportunities existed for
women in the early days. Title IX changed all that and led to the surge in
women's sports.
Lois Cook, a chemistry student, said the department was so enthusiastic about getting students "they greeted us at the door!"
Frustrated that sporadic dances were the only social life on campus,
Susan Kramer Puckett and some friends started Phi Theta Omega,
believed to be the first sorority at Wright State. The joyous reunion
between Puckett, her sisters, and the others at the banquet demonstrated
the warm feeling of community that existed in the university's earliest
days and that continues today.

Congratulations to thes
and the other pioneers
of the early days who
helped put Wright State
on the map!
Robert Beachdell
Andrea Burns
Steven Christian
Willis "Bing" Davis
Andrea Eberly
Sally Ekkens
Sally Evans
Kathleen Fuller-Flynn
Robert Gleason
Betty Goodwin
Connie Hay
Bonnie Howe
Judith Hudson
Phillip Johnson
Douglas Lange
Vesta lewis
Connie Mccarroll
Judith Morgan
Carla Nuenke
Wanda Pilder
Barbara Poynter-McEvoy
Susan Puckett
Barbara Schaper
Mary Searles
Thomas Sheibenberger
Roger Shoffner
Sheila Skimmerhorn
Stephen Smith
Bob Stein
Evelyn "Karkie" Tacket
Thomas Thoms
Dagmar Varela
Margaret Vent
Dwight Wolf

Below: Members of Wright
State's first graduating class
spent a warm, nostalgic
evening at the first All-Class
Reunion Banquet. As the
photo shows, they still have
their Raider pride and spirit!

A SEASO N TO REMEM BER
would cheer the Raiders from their living rooms or sports eateries.
The Alumni Association hosted a group
of loyal fans who made the trip to
Buffalo. After a pre-game pep
rally at the hotel, Raider fans
Center.
Nutter
went to the game anticipating
Following a semifinal win over Wisconsin-Green Bay,
one of the big upsets that
WSU faced Butler for the Horizon League championship and the
make the tournament so
automatic bid to the NCAA tournament. Just as in the regular
exciting for fans everywhere.
season win over Butler in February, a large, raucous crowd
Alas, it was not to be.
nationally
a
to
team
the
packed the Nutter Center and cheered
The Raiders fell to Pittsburgh
televised 60-55 win and a spot in the Big Dance.
79- 58. Even so, it was a
March Madness had officially begun. The campus and Raider fans
thrilling ride that shone a
everywhere were alive with excitement as they waited to find out
brighter spotlight on the
who, when, and where the Raiders would play in the tournament.
Coach Brad Brownell, the District 10 Coach
National
the
by
selected
as
Year
the
of
the coach and the
team,
A selection show party was
Association of Basketball Coaches, hoists the university as a whole. Coach
held at the Nutter
net in triumph following the win over Butler
Brad Brownell noted that
Center and it was
that put the Raiders in the NCAA tournament.
enthusiasm built
the
announced that
through the year and reached a fever pitch during
Wright State
the team's unexpected drive to the NCAA
would play

For the first time since 1993, alumni could fill out their NCAA
tournament picks and see Wright State's name on the bracket.
A strong late-season push earned the Raiders the top seed in the
Horizon League and the opportunity to host the tournament at the

Pittsburgh in
Buffalo, N.Y
The
excitement
began
again for
those lucky
enough to
attend the game
and for those who
By the end of the season, everybody was coming
to the games, including ONille and Wilbur.

tournament.
"It was an incredible feeling
to be part of something that
brought so much enthusiasm
and pride to so many
people," said Brownell.

The 40th anniversary celebration is underway! For alumni, the fun
began with the All-Class Reunion Weekend celebration and will continue
through Homecoming in October and beyond. Wright State will be
strutting its stuff all year long!
The All-Class Reunion Weekend brought alumni from throughout
Wright State's history to rekindle old friendships and make new ones.
Featured on these pages are several photos from the first-ever
Rowdy Gras, a unique combination of Mardi Gras and Monte Carlo that
featured food, music, games and fun. Whether it was trying your luck at
the card tables or the slot machines, enjoying jazz music or relaxing with
family and friends, Rowdy Gras was a special part of a special weekend.
Reunion Weekend events also included a special reception for the
African American Alumni Society and an all-athlete reunion at the Setzer
Pavilion/Mills-Morgan Center. Special events were hosted for women's
basketball, the College of Nursing and Health, the College of Liberal Arts,
the American Humanics program, the Model U.N. team and the Raj Sain
College of Business. This year, make and renew Wright State friendships, exchange memories and get in on the fun. More special 40th
anniversary events are coming-be sure to join us!
Want to see 40 years of Wright State memories? Visit
www.libraries.wright.edu/40th _wsu to see the photoblog set up by the
University Libraries. See the history of the campus, the people, the arts,
athletics and more. Alumni are welcome to add their own comments,
photos and memories of Wright State to the site.

Don't miss the 2007 Alumni Achievement Awards

Friday, May 18, 6 p.m.
University Art Galleries, Creative Arts Center.
Recognizing outstanding alumni in six categories:
• Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award
• Recent Graduate Award
• Volunteer Service Award
• African American Alumni Society Award of Excellence
• Athletics Alumni Award of Excellence
• Business Alumni Associates Award of Excellence.
A champagne reception begins the evening, followed by the awards
ceremony and WSU Theatre's production of AIDA-all for just $15!
Make your reservations by Friday, May 11, to Mary Johnson at
(937) 775-3659.

Hooray for Hollywood Alumni!
Wright State alumni are everywhere and many of them are reuniting for fun, fellowship,
networking and business opportunities. Wright State has a sizable contingent of alumni in the Los
Angeles area who work in the film and television industries. Recently, some 50 alums gathered
at the American Film Institute in Los Angeles. Wright State filmmakers Julia Reichert and
Steven Bognar, who were in town for the Independent Spirit Awards, which nominated their
film A Lion in the House
in the documentary category,
joined them.
California alumni also met in San Diego and San Francisco.
All the west coast events were a success, according to Susan
Smith, executive director of Alumni Relations.
"Alumni had a great time at these gatherings," said Smith.
"We also made plans for future get-togethers."
On the other side of the country, alumni of the Department
of Theatre, Dance and Motion Pictures held an event in
New York City at the Zipper Theatre. The event included a
cabaret performance by some of WSU's finest talents and a
networking reception for others in the entertainment industry.
Los Angeles seemed a little more like the WSU campus when
At press time, additional alumni events were planned
alumni in the entertainment industry recently gathered at the
in Sarasota, Dallas/Ft. Worth and Houston. Look for a WSU
American Film Institute. Food, friends, fun and memories were
alumni event in a city near you!
the order for the day, in addition to networking and other
business opportunities.
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Bookmark www.ytbtravel.com/wsualumni because the Wright
State University Alumni Association, through VTB Travel, is now
offering a travel booking service for members. The booking engine
uses the same technology and provides the same features and
process as other online booking engines such as Expedia, Orbitz,
and Travelocity.
The big difference when you book with us is that a portion of
the commissions paid by the travel vendors will be paid to the
Alumni Association as a royalty. By booking your travel through us,
you also help support programs for you and your fellow alumni!
The next time you book travel, a hotel, or a rental car online,
book it with us. You'll receive competitive rates and support the
WSUAA at the same time!

SHOW YOUR SPIRIT!
It's getting warmer and it's time to put those winter clothes in
storage and get ready for spring. Show your Raider pride and look
great in some new gear from the Wright State Raiders Web Apparel
Store. The Alumni Association and BluePrint Promotions, Inc. have

high-quality, embroidered T-shirts, golf shirts, hats, bags and much
more with your choice of four Wright State logos!
Visit www.wright.edu/ alumni and click on the Apparel Store link
to check out the spring lines.

Upcoming Events!
Th Wright tat Univer ity Alumni
ociation i ev r ywher ! Join u for th
up oming v nt
coming to a ity n ar you. Vi it www.wright. du/alumni or all (937) 775-2620 for mor information.
April 15:

Atlanta Alumni Event. Atlanta Braves vs. Florida
Marlins at Turner Field, Atlanta. 1:05 p.m.

May 18:

Alumni Achievement Awards, Creative Arts Center,
6 p.m. Champagne reception, awards ceremony,
followed by WSU Theatre production of AIDA . $15.
To register, call (937) 775-2621 by Friday, May 11.

July 4:

Fairborn Parade. Downtown Fairborn, 10 a.m.

July 27:

Dayton Air Show Parade.

August 20:

Alumni Association Legacy Scholarship Golf Outing
at Sycamore Creek Golf Club.

Oct. 3-6:

Homecoming.

Oct. 5:

Inauguration of President David Hopkins.

Visit www.wright.edu/alumni or call
(937) 775-2620 for more information.

Go to www.wright.edu/40year to k ep up with th 40th anni ersary celebration.
Learn mor about Wright Stat 's hi tory, leadership, upcoming event , WS U tri ia and mor

CELEBRATING
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YEARS OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLE'S LIVES
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